Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 126030 
ORIGIN AF- 10 

INFO OCT-OI ARA-10 EUR- 12 NEA-11 10-13 ISO-00 CIAE-00 
NSAE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-00 INRE-00 PM-05 H-01 lNR-10 
L-03 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 SCS-06 CA-01 OPR-02 SY-05 
A-01 MCE-00 ACDA-12 HA-05 AID-05 /I3I R 

DRAFTED BY STE:RLKATES:LAR 
APPROVED BY STF:WLSWING 
S/S-0 :SRPVALERGA 

008613 I80323Z/65 

O P 180138Z MAY 78 ZFP4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY KINSHASA NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL LUBUMBASHI NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ROME IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LISBON IMMEDIATE 
SECDEF WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0000 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN IMMEDIATE 
CINCLANT NORFOLK IMMEDIATE 
CINCUSAFE WIESBADEN IMMEDIATE 
DIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
CINCPAC HONOLULU HAWAII IMMEDIATE 0000 
CINCMAC SCOTT AFB IMMEDIATE 
ICS WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0000 
SAC OFFUTT NEBRASKA IMMEDIATE 
REDCOM MCDILL AFB FLORIDA IMMEDIATE 
COMJTF7A FOR BRAGG IMMEDIATE 
USNMRSHAPE BELGIUM IMMEDIATE 
INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BRAZZAVILLE PRIORITY 
USINT HAVANA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY RABAT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE PRIORITY 
SECRET 
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PAGE 02 STATE 126030 

AMEMBASSY NAIROBI PRIORITY 
USICA WASHDC PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS PRIORITY 
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AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO PRIORITY 
USMISSION USNATO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LOME PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BANGUI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BUJUMBURA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KIGALI PRIORITY 

SECRET STATE 126030 

E.O. II652:GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, PINS, CG 

SUBJECT:SITUATION IN SHABA AS OF 2000 HOURS (GMT), MAY 17, 

1978 (NO. 6) 

1. FOLLOWING IS FOR YOUR BACKGROUND AND FOR DISCREET USE 
WITH HOST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. 

2. STATUS OF AMCITS IN SHABA: CIS (MORRISON-KNUDSEN) 

SECRET 
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COMPLETED A TOTAL EVACUATION OF THE KOLWEZI BASE CAMP. 

SEVENTY-THREE AMCITS, 63 FROM KOLWEZI AND 10 FROM MUSONOI, 

HAVE ARRIVED SAFELY IN KANANGA. FOURTEEN AMCITS RE- 
MAIN IN KOLWEZI, ALONG WITH UP TO 3200 OTHER EXPATRIATES, 

MAINLY FRENCH AND BELGIANS. 

3. MILITARY SITUATION: WITH THE SUCCESSFUL DROP OF SOME 
120 FAZ PARATROOPERS INTO KOLWEZI, THE COUNTER OFFENSIVE 
APPEARS TO HAVE MET WITH SOME INITIAL SUCCESS. A CIS EM- 
PLOYEE WHO MANAGED TO LEAVE THE TOWN ON THE MORNING OF 
MAY 17, 1978, REPORTS THAT FAZ TROOPS ARE IN CONTROL OF 

AT LEAST PART OF THE TOWN AND WERE SEEN MOVING THROUGH THE 
RESIDENTIAL SECTION. THE PARATROOPERS JOINED WITH THE 20 
FAZ TROOPS WHO HAD REMAINED AT THE SHABA REGIONAL COMMAND 
POST SINCE THE ATTACK BEGAN. SEVERAL OTHER FAZ UNITS ARE 
MOVING TOWARD THE KOLWEZI AREA BUT THUS FAR HAVE NOT EN- 
GAGED ANY KATANGAN REBELS IN THE KOLWEZI AREA. LATE RE- 
PORTS FROM THE EMBASSY IN KINSHASA INDICATE THAT THE 
SHABA REGIONAL COMMAND POST WAS ATTACKED ON THE MORNING 
OF MAY 17 AND THAT FAZ COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE CP HAVE 
CEASED. THE SITUATION BETWEEN THE KATANGANS AND EXPATRI- 
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ATE POPULATION IS DETERIORATING AND REPORTEDLY THE RESI- 
DENT GENERAL MANAGER FOR GECAMINES AND SPOKESMAN FOR THE 
EXPATRIATE COMMUNITY WAS TAKEN INTO CUSTODY BY REBELS. 

4. DOMESTIC POLITICAL SITUATION: BOTH KINSHASA AND 
LUBUMBASHI REMAIN CALM ON THE SURFACE. A CURFEW HAS BEEN 
IMPOSED IN LUBUMBASHI. EXPATRIATES IN LUBUMBASHI AND 
ELSEWHERE IN SHABA ARE GROWING INCREASINGLY NERVOUS, 

WHILE THE LOCAL SHABAN POPULATION IS REPORTED TO HAVE 
BECOME MORE SUPPORTIVE OF THE KATANGAN INVASION. 

5. DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY: 

- ZAIRE FOREIGN MINISTER UMBA HAS REQUESTED LIGHT ARMS 
SECRET 
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FROM THE BELGIANS WHO HAVE INDICATED THAT 

THEY WILL NOT MAKE THEIR RESPONSE PUBLIC, FEARING FOR 

THE SAFETY OF THEIR NATIONALS STILL IN KOLWEZI. 

- OUR AMBASSADOR IN BRUSSELS MET WITH ANGOLAN AMBASSADOR 
DE ALMEIDA. ACCORDING TO DE ALMEIDA, ANGOLA WAS READY 

TO HELP U.S. CITIZENS IN THE CONTESTED AREAS. HE ALSO 
INDICATED THAT ANGOLA WAS CONCERNED ABOUT THE POSSIBLE 
IMPLICATIONS AND CONSEQUENCES OF ANY POSSIBLE U.S. MILI- 
TARY INTERVENTION IN SHABA. 

- CONVINCED THAT AFRICAN PROBLEMS SHOULD BE RESOLVED 
BY AFRICANS, THE UNITED STATES HAS OPENED A DIALOGUE WITH 
A NUMBER OF AFRICAN COUNTRIES ON WAYS TO PEACEFULLY SET- 
TLE THE DISPUTE. 

- THE UNITED STATES IS CURRENTLY STUDYING WAYS IN WHICH 
WE MIGHT BE RESPONSIVE TO PRESIDENT MOBUTU'S REQUEST FOR 
ASSISTANCE. BECAUSE OF ARREARAGE DIFFICULTIES, ZAIRE IS 
CURRENTLY INELIGIBLE TO DRAW AGAINST ASSISTANCE CREDITS 
APPROPRIATED BY CONGRESS. WE ARE WORKING ON WAYS 

TO OVERCOME THESE DIFFICULTIES. 

- AS A PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE, SOME UNITS OF THE 82ND AIR- 
BORNE HAVE BEEN PLACED ON A STATE OF INCREASED READINESS. 
VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 
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SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 126030 
ORIGIN AF-05 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 /006 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY:AE:KCBR1LL 
APPROVED BY:AF:WBEDMONDSON 

030812 190552Z/16 

P 190559Z MAY 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM PRIORITY 

SECRET STATE 126030 

FOR DAS HARROP 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 126030 ACTION KINSHASA, LUBUMBASHI, 
BRUSSELS, PARIS, ROME, LUSAKA, LISBON, SECDEF, USCINCEUR 
VAIHINGEN, CINCLANT NORFOLK, CINCUSAFE WIESBADEN, DIA WASHDC, 
CINCPAC HONOLULU HAWAII, CINCMAC, JAS WASHDC, SAC OFFUTT NEB, 
REDCOM MCDILL AFB, COMITF7A FOR BRAGG, INFO USUN NEW YORK, 
BRAZZAVILLE, HAVANA, RABAT, LIBREVILLE, NAIROBI, USICA WASHDC, 
ACCRA, MOSCOW, JIDDA, MONROVIA, LAGOS, ABIDJAN, KHARTOUM, 
CAIRO, NIAMEY, YAOUNDE, MAPUTO, USNATO, LOME, DAR ES SALAAM, 
BANGUI, BUJUMBURA, AND KIGALI DATED MAY 18, 1978. 

QUOTE: SECRET STATE 126030 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: MOPS, PINS, CG 

SUBJECT:SITUATION IN SHABA AS OF 2000 HOURS (GMT), MAY 17, 

1978 (NO. 6) 

1. FOLLOWING IS FOR YOUR BACKGROUND AND FOR DISCREET USE 
WITH HOST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 126030 


2. STATUS OF AMCITS IN SHABA: CIS (MORRISON-KNUDSEN) 
COMPLETED A TOTAL EVACUATION OF THE KOLWEZI BASE CAMP. 
SEVENTY-THREE AMCITS, 63 FROM KOLWEZI AND 10 FROM MUSONOI, 
HAVE ARRIVED SAFELY IN KANANGA. FOURTEEN AMCITS RE- 
MAIN IN KOLWEZI, ALONG WITH UP TO 3200 OTHER EXPATRIATES, 
MAINLY ERENCH AND BELGIANS. 
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3. MILITARY SITUATION: WITH THE SUCCESSFUL DROP OF SOME 
120 FAZ PARATROOPERS INTO KOLWEZI, THE COUNTER OFFENSIVE 
APPEARS TO HAVE MET WITH SOME INITIAL SUCCESS. A CIS EM- 
PLOYEE WHO MANAGED TO LEAVE THE TOWN ON THE MORNING OF 
MAY 17, 1978, REPORTS THAT FAZ TROOPS ARE IN CONTROL OF 

AT LEAST PART OF THE TOWN AND WERE SEEN MOVING THROUGH THE 
RESIDENTIAL SECTION. THE PARATROOPERS JOINED WITH THE 20 
FAZ TROOPS WHO HAD REMAINED AT THE SHABA REGIONAL COMMAND 
POST SINCE THE ATTACK BEGAN. SEVERAL OTHER FAZ UNITS ARE 
MOVING TOWARD THE KOLWEZI AREA BUT THUS FAR HAVE NOT EN- 
GAGED ANY KATANGAN REBELS IN THE KOLWEZI AREA. LATE RE- 
PORTS FROM THE EMBASSY IN KINSHASA INDICATE THAT THE 
SHABA REGIONAL COMMAND POST WAS ATTACKED ON THE MORNING 
OF MAY 17 AND THAT FAZ COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE CP HAVE 
CEASED. THE SITUATION BETWEEN THE KATANGANS AND EXPATRI- 
ATE POPULATION IS DETERIORATING AND REPORTEDLY THE RESI- 
DENT GENERAL MANAGER FOR GECAMINES AND SPOKESMAN FOR THE 
EXPATRIATE COMMUNITY WAS TAKEN INTO CUSTODY BY REBELS. 

4. DOMESTIC POLITICAL SITUATION: BOTH KINSHASA AND 
LUBUMBASHI REMAIN CALM ON THE SURFACE. A CURFEW HAS BEEN 
IMPOSED IN LUBUMBASHI. EXPATRIATES IN LUBUMBASHI AND 
ELSEWHERE IN SHABA ARE GROWING INCREASINGLY NERVOUS, 

WHILE THE LOCAL SHABAN POPULATION IS REPORTED TO HAVE 
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BECOME MORE SUPPORTIVE OF THE KATANGAN INVASION. 

5. DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY: 

- ZAIRE FOREIGN MINISTER UMBA HAS REQUESTED LIGHT ARMS 
FROM THE BELGIANS WHO HAVE INDICATED THAT 

THEY WILL NOT MAKE THEIR RESPONSE PUBLIC, FEARING FOR 
THE SAFETY OF THEIR NATIONALS STILL IN KOLWEZI. 

- OUR AMBASSADOR IN BRUSSELS MET WITH ANGOLAN AMBASSADOR 
DE ALMEIDA. ACCORDING TO DE ALMEIDA, ANGOLA WAS READY 

TO HELP U.S. CITIZENS IN THE CONTESTED AREAS. HE ALSO 
INDICATED THAT ANGOLA WAS CONCERNED ABOUT THE POSSIBLE 
IMPLICATIONS AND CONSEQUENCES OF ANY POSSIBLE U.S. MILI- 
TARY INTERVENTION IN SHABA. 

- CONVINCED THAT AFRICAN PROBLEMS SHOULD BE RESOLVED 
BY AFRICANS, THE UNITED STATES HAS OPENED A DIALOGUE WITH 
A NUMBER OF AFRICAN COUNTRIES ON WAYS TO PEACEFULLY SET- 
TLE THE DISPUTE. 

- THE UNITED STATES IS CURRENTLY STUDYING WAYS IN WHICH 
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WE MIGHT BE RESPONSIVE TO PRESIDENT MOBUTU'S REQUEST FOR 
ASSISTANCE. BECAUSE OF ARREARAGE DIFFICULTIES, ZAIRE IS 
CURRENTLY INELIGIBLE TO DRAW AGAINST ASSISTANCE CREDITS 
APPROPRIATED BY CONGRESS. WE ARE WORKING ON WAYS 
TO OVERCOME THESE DIFFICULTIES. 

- AS A PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE, SOME UNITS OF THE 82ND AIR- 
BORNE HAVE BEEN PLACED ON A STATE OF INCREASED READINESS. 

VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 

SECRET 


NNN 
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